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III.— HIATUS IN THE ACCENTUAL CLAUSULAE 
OF BYZANTINE GREEK PROSE. 

The treatment of hiatus in the rhythmical prose of Byzantine 
Greek writers is a matter which can be thoroughly tested by the 
law of the rhythm known as Meyer's Law. Such a test yields a 
result which is surprising in itself, and at the same time throws 
an interesting light on the manner in which the literary language 
of Athens was treated by men of letters after the third century of 
our era. 

The attitude of the writers of classical times in this matter, 
both poets and prose writers, is well understood ; hiatus was a 
thing to be avoided, and was tolerated only within certain narrow 
limits. The most careful writers of prose held to as rigid a rule 
as that which obtained in poetry, and a small number of cases of 
hiatus is always testimony to the limae labor. It was only 
natural, therefore, that those who, in later centuries, strove to 
follow in the footsteps of the best writers of classical times, 
should have carefully observed this well-established rule. In 
Byzantine times the tradition was one well-known to all, espe- 
cially those who sought to reproduce the form and spirit of the 
old Attic. And indeed no more than a cursory perusal of such 
writers is required to convince one that the masterpieces of the 
fifth and fourth centuries before Christ were the models in this 
respect, as in many others. 

But here. we are concerned with a very definite question, 
which is not settled by the admission of the general proposition 
that hiatus was avoided on principle by careful writers of Byz- 
antine times. The question is now limited to clausulae, and so 
has to do only with a few words in each clause — those words, 
namely, on which the writer expended particular care in order to 
obtain a definite closing cadence. Further it is proposed to 
discover not only how often hiatus occurs in this position, but 
also what kinds of hiatus are allowed. 

The rhythmical prose with which we have to deal offers a 
situation which is, in general, extremely simple. We have a 
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rule that either two or four syllables without stress may inter- 
vene between the last two spoken accents of every colon and 
comma; other combinations are excluded. Manifestly a clau- 
sula of such simple structure, measured by a mechanical count 
of the syllables, will generally show at a glance whether the 
rhythmic structure allows hiatus to stand, or requires that it be 
avoided by elision, aphaeresis or crasis. 

Since the question which has been raised cannot be settled by 
an appeal to the usage of any single writer, it has been found 
necessary to gather evidence from writing of as many different 
kinds as possible, and from writers of different interests and 
different training, in order to make general conclusions safe. 
With this in view eight writers of the fourth and fifth centuries 
A. D. have been examined, and an attempt made to gather 
together all cases which can have any possible bearing on the 
question. All clausulae, both at slight sense pauses and at the 
ends of periods, have been included. This method has intro- 
duced a possibility of error, since it is often well nigh impossible 
to discover just where the minor sense pauses in a sentence 
occur, but fortunately the rhythmic structure gives much assist- 
ance in locating the clausulae. It has been thought safest to 
begin with writers whose clausulae show approximate regularity 
throughout, and thereafter to see what can be done with the 
writing of others, who did not reach such mechanical perfection 
of style. In order not to weary the reader with a long array of 
examples, only those cases will be taken into account at all 
where the evidence is perfectly clear ; within each group 
examples will suffice to illustrate what is included in the different 
subdivisions. 

Remark 1. The method of counting clausulae before all sense 
pauses brings into the count many clausulae which are not 
generally marked by punctuation ; clausulae have been sought 
at the end of participial phrases and at the end of clauses fol- 
lowed by a coordinate clause introduced by Kal. This principle 
has been followed in all the writers presented in the following 
discussion. 

Remark 2. It must be remembered that in all cases the 
figures giving totals of regular and irregular Forms are based on 
a reading of the text exactly as it stands in the edition used in 
each case; many an irregularity would disappear if the manu- 
scripts of the rhythmical prose writers should be reconsidered in 
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the light of the rhythmical law. This may be said to apply in 
particular to the works of the Church Fathers, whose writings 
have, in most cases, found no editor since the time of the " Patro- 
logia Graeca". On the other hand the clausulae presented 
below are not printed in every case as they stand in the editions 
used ; elisions, etc., are indicated or omitted without regard to 
the manuscript tradition, which can have no bearing on the 
matter; the clausulae are so printed as to be read as regular 
Forms as they stand. 

I. Procopius of Gaza. 

The works of Procopius comprise a collection of Epistles written 
in a careful literary style. 1 In Epistles I-CI (omitting XLIX, 
which is addressed to Procopius), the accentual rhythm is found 
to be used with considerable regularity. Counting the clausulae 
at all sense pauses, only n per cent, of the total number (2088) 
are found which do not conform to the regular Forms which are 

designated as Form 2 (~ ~ [ ]) and Form 4 (~ ~ 

[~ -])• 

Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 47. 

Elision demanded, 2 23. Elision impossible, 12. 

re o I Tieystv tire ovd/iara* XCH. 

ie 2 e. g. vvv 6' lauq tpiXoi. 3 LXX. 6 e. g. rjaovt Si ovdkv. LXXX. 

Prep. 20 e.g. pov^o/iai <V ifiav. LXXXII. I ravra irapa vfiiv, XCII. 
Others I bvo/i' airy, LXXVIII. 4e. g.e/^aviyaavrodi'flpwTnM, LIII. 

Doubtful, 12. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 12. Evidence for eli- 
sion, 23-12; (but of the 23 cases note that 20 involve prepo- 
sitions). 

1 Ed. Hercher: Epistolographi Graeci. 

* Sc. by the rhythm. 

s The marks of punctuation, if any, found in the text used will be kept in 
each case ; in cases where these are lacking, it will be understood that the 
pauses were not regarded by the editor of the text as distinct enough to justify 
any punctuation. 

4 This case presents a situation which comes up repeatedly. The clausula 
may be read as Form 2 or Form 4, according as the stress on tire is regarded 
as sufficient to stand out as the opening stress of the clausula or not. For our 
present inquiry this question makes no difference, for in either case the 
necessity of elision is not affected. 
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Group II. Cases involving » movable, 1 58. 

Elision demanded, 5. Mov. cons, must be retained, 49. 

si f/x' ° ^Tparr/ywc, XC. 24 e. g. licfiWtv e/cetvof. LXVI. 

( 4 e, g. /cord vovv ear* avdp&Ttou;, CI, 25 e, g. vKOirTevovaiv avdpuKOt' XC. 
Doubtful, 4. 

Result: 49-5 in favor of v movable as against elision. 
Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 2 35. 

Crasis demanded, 6. Crasis impossible, 26. 

Article 3 e. g. h/UfiqoaTo Tovvo/ia, LXXXII. 14 e. g. Irovf al upai, LXXX. 
/cat 3 e. g. 7rdvruf nayi>. LXXXIV. 12 e. g. eot^/coc /cot a.Ktvr)Tov. 

LXXV. 

To these should be added two cases involving the second 
personal reflexive : 

olfiai oavTifi, LXIII. 
napex^'C oavrov, LXXXVI. 

One case involving the third personal reflexive seems to give 
its testimony in favor of crasis : \oytop6v i <f>' avroV, XV. Here the 
only escape from reading with crasis is \oyionov inl iavrov, but it 
has been seen above that the elision of the final vowels of prepo- 
sitions is far more common than the opposite procedure, and the 
probability is decidedly in favor of the former reading with crasis. 

One more case must be added : ov< avi£op.ai pfj ov Xapurphs thai 
LXXXV. The clausula is probably p.^ ov \ap.np6s thai (-1*1 
~ ~ \ ~ ~), but there is a possibility of riWgojuai ^17 ov \ap,irp6c 
thai (~ ~ ~ I - I - ~ I - ~), with synizesis. 

Result : clear cases of genuine hiatus, 26. Evidence against 
crasis, 28-7. 

Group IV. Cases involving a possible aphaeresis, 1. 

Crasis impossible : hfiavrov 'fniki\r]CjMu. XCV. 

Group V. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 3. 

apxovci npb v/iijv, LXXXII. 
ifiavrov r/via07iv, LXXXVII. 
■navTos 7rep! y/iun. LXXII. 

Summary : in all groups together 42 clear cases of genuine 

1 Such cases are taken into account in connection with the question of 
elision, because there was always the possibility of eliding the short vowel 
instead of covering it by the movable consonant. 

2 It has been assumed for purposes of definiteness that an initial vowel or 
diphthong can suffer crasis with any form of the article not ending in a conso- 
nant, or with itot. When other possible cases are observed, they will be noted 
separately. 
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hiatus are found, 2.01 + <f> of the total number of clausulae 
read, 2088. 

II. Choricius of Gaza. 

In the case of Choricius, one of the pupils of Procopius of 
Gaza, the text of some of his writings may be read in a modern 
critical edition. 1 The question of hiatus in this writer has been 
treated exhaustively by C. Kirsten (Quaestiones Choricianae, 
Bres. Phil. Abh. VII (1895), pp. 25-35), hut his treatment is 
mechanical and the evidence of the rhythm is not brought to 
bear. His labor seems to have been confined to gathering all 
cases of written hiatus ; for example pdW™ elvai (p. 27) is given 
as a bona fide example of hiatus, without mention of the possi- 
bility of elision. For this reason and because the present article 
has to do only with hiatus in clausulae his results have no bear- 
ing on this discussion. From the four orations read t it is clear 
that Choricius was an extremely careful stylist. The regularity 
of the rhythm is surprising: among the total of 1563 clausulae 
counted only 74 (4.7 + $) do not conform to the two regular 
Forms. 

Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 14. 

Elision demanded, 1. Elision impossible, 12. 

re o 1 ai (prjfiai re gdovai Epi. Zach. 12. 

di o 2 e. g. advvaruc de hx<M> Lyd. 38. 

Others 1 iya tie a' v^'umv Lyd. 5. 9 e. g. ravra axovaas Mil. 52. 

Doubtful, 1. 
Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 12. Evidence against 
elision, 12-1. 

Note. It is to be observed that only two of these 13 clausulae 
stand before distinct sense pauses : ivebfjaaro a6\ov. Epi. Zach. 7 
and <f>i\oTT)Ta ttvai, Epi. Zach. 7. In neither of these two cases is 
elision possible. 

Group II. Cases involving » movable, 35. 

Elision demanded, 1. Mov. cons, must be retained, 30. 

so 17 e. g. ifiT/vvaev ijusiv, Lyd. I. 

c 1 TreptTrdc iad' 6 X6yo( Epi. Zach. II. 13 e. g. fcpovow anoai, Epi. Proc. 38. 

Doubtful, 4. 
Result : 30-1 in favor of v movable as against elision. 

•Ed. Richard Foerster: Index lectionum in universitate litterarum Vrati- 
slaviensi 1891, 1892, 1893. 

1 Epithalamium to Zacharias; Epithalamium to Procopius, Johannes and 
Elias ; The Lydians ; Miltiades. 
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Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 19. 

Crasis demanded, I. Crasis impossible, 15. 

Article 1 apiraoerai 0u7rXa- Mil. 88. 1 5 e. g. KtiO-rjTm Ttjs bvifiari, Epi. Zach. 15. 
Doubtful, I. 

To these may be added the following : 

For crasis, piaoaodai yovv* izpoarjKu, Lyd. 26. 
Against crasis hyi> ovv rf/v vv/upi/v, Epi. Zach. 15. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 16. Evidence against 
crasis, 16-2. 

Group IV. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 6 (all 
Form 2), e. g. 

irapexei iX®v£, Epi. Proc. 36. 

Summary : in all groups together there are found 44 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 2.81 + # of the total number of clausulae 
read, 1563. 

III. John Eleemon. 

Two publications of comparatively recent years have given us 
critical editions of two works, both hagiographical, in which the 
accentual rhythm has been carefully regarded in editing the 
text. The one is the Life of St. Tychon by John Eleemon (ed. 
Usener : Der Heilige Tychon, 1907); the other is an Encomium 
on St. Therapon by an anonymous writer (ed. Deubner: De 
Incubatione, 1900). In the Life of St. Tychon, the rhythm is 
remarkable in that Form 2 alone is used in 89.8 4- ^ of all clau- 
sulae; the other type of clausula commonly regarded as regular 
(Form 4) occurs in only 5. + # of the clausulae,* while the 
(commonly) irregular Form 3 occurs in 4. + $> of all cases. This 
makes it exceedingly probable that only Form 2 is here strictly 
regular ; the common use of this Form together with the almost 
constant use of a final accentual dactyl are the essential factors of 
the rhythm. I have not attached as much importance to the 
final dactyl as did the editor, and have accordingly counted 
some clausulae which are not so indicated in the printing. 3 
Considering the nature of the rhythm, we can use with confidence 
only those cases which involve Form 2. 

1 yoiv had become practically an independent word, and the case proves 
little for elision or crasis in general. 

* Even some of those which are apparently Form 4 can be read as Form 2, 
e. g. fovrtif elvai $Mv8pcmo;, — 2, 18-19. 

•On the other hand I have disregarded some of the editor's clausulae, on 
the ground that the sense pause is too weak to allow us to expect a clausula. 
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Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 10. 

Elision demanded, 2. Elision impossible, 3. 

Sc 2 e. g. ftvpia o" ind/noe — l 4, 14. o 

Others o 3e.g. a'tT^fiara iXafiov, — 21, II. 

Doubtful, 5. 
Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 3. Evidence against 
elision, 3-2. 

Group II. Cases involving v movable, 26. No case favors 
elision as against v movable ; 19 must certainly be kept as they 
stand. 

After e 12 ifyvrtvatv a/iTreXov • — 10, 1. 
" j 7 Evprjuaaiv airavTac; — 17,23. 
Doubtful, 7. 

Result : 19-0 in favor off movable as against elision. 

Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 58. 

Crasis demanded, 4. Crasis impossible, 36. 

Article I ekSiSvckci Oaifiaria — 1,9-10. 14 e. g. inTivti to 6(j>?^tia, — 14. ID - 

Kai 2 e. g. x a f ie P JTi, i Karelaf, 38, 7. 22 e. g. f i?p<Sv re ml ivuc/MV — 10, 1 7. 

irpd 1 ficklovra TxpoVktytv. 10, 27. o 

Doubtful, 18. 
Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 36. Evidence against 
crasis, 36-4J 1 

Group IV. Cases involving a possible aphaeresis, 1. 

yrytp fir) etpepev, — 8, 28. The hiatus is to be kept. 

Group V. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 3. 

aicepSr/c; r] avojjTOf; — 8, 9-10. 
tli.irida fir} exovoi — 22, 19. 
SKdvad/j-evoi. avrqv — - 3 26, I. 

Summary: in all groups together there are found 42 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 3.1 + $ of the total number of clausulae 
read, 1316. 

IV. Anonymous Encomium on St. Therapon. 

The rhythm is here (again) of the common sort which recog- 
nizes two regular Forms of clausulae, and is remarkably regular. 

1 Clausulae followed by a dash are printed as clausulae by the editor, others 
not. Punctuation, if found in the text, is given in each case. 

2 Eleven cases involving crasis were found printed as clausulae by the 
editor, but omitted from this discussion as noted above (p. 193, n. 3) ; they add 
nothing to the evidence here given. 

3 The order of these words must be reversed, as suggested by Usener, in 
order to read a correct clausula. 
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Number of clausulae read, 645 ; Form 2, 487 (75.5 + <f); Form 
4, 127 (19.6 + f) ; non-conforming, 31 (4.8 + <f). 1 
Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 14. 

Elision demanded, 3. Elision impossible, 10. 

Prep. I to Gajia Si' I'aeov. — 2 23, 9. o 

Others 2 e. g. bvoji i/iuv 3 10, 1-2. 10 e. g. ravra bora, 7, 15. 
Doubtful, I. 

Result : clear cases of genuine hiatus, 10. Evidence against 
elision, 10-3. 

Group II. Cases involving v movable, 11. 

Elision demanded, o. Mov. cons, must be retained, 9. 

e eIxev kripa 17, 9. 

I TOiC LOTOpOVOLV EvdidoGl 1, 5-6. 

Doubtful, 2. 

Result : 9-0 in favor of v movable as against elision. 
Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 28. 

Crasis demanded, I. Crasis impossible, 25. 

Article 1 . . . $AG)pivoc 6e Tovvofia, — 4 12, 2. 17 e. g. TrporpsxEi r ° e?.eoc, — 23, 14. 

Kai o 8 e. g. o&fiara te Kal aifj-ara, — 4,6-7. 

Doubtful, 2. 
Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 25. Evidence against 
crasis, 25-1. 

Group IV. Cases involving a possible aphaeresis, 7. 

Aphaeresis demanded, o. Aphaeresis impossible, 7, e. g. 

^SvpiOfiov eiraKOvovra. — 25, 13— 14. 
ek ftioov iyivETo. — 20, 7. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 7. Evidence against 
aphaeresis, 7-0. 

Group V. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 8, e. g. 

Form 2 . . . E^alu akEityQiyn. — 16, 9. 

Form 4 . . . 'Kottikvoc pvq a-rrodpa/ioi [re] — 27, 14. 

Summary : in all groups together there are found 50 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 7.7 + $ of the total number of clausulae 
read, 645- 6 

•The editor's division into commata has been departed from on the same 
principle as in the Life of St. Tychon (p. 193, n. 3). 

2 The use of the dash is the same as in the preceding presentation. 
s The words are an adaptation of biblical language, bvofia aov, LXX, 
Cant. I 3. *Cf. Mapia -0 bvo/xa, — 17, 9. 

5 Among 12 clausulae which are omitted on the grounds stated above, only 
one deserves special notice, as showing a clear case of crasis : 
teKoc £(f rovSatpoc — 12, 15. 
>4 
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V. Aristaenetus. 

The accentual rhythm is very plainly present in the Erotic 
Epistles of this writer. 1 All the letters in the collection of 
Hercher have been included in this test ; among 2297 clausulae 
counted there are found 1260 (54.8 + $) of Form 2, 647 (28.1 + •£) 
of Form 4, and 378 (16.9 + $) non-conforming clausulae. 2 

Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 67. 

Elision demanded, 30. Elision impossible, 28. 

T£ 3 e. g. efyDww 6' jJtSeuf, II, 16. 1 ola re f/v y I, 6. 

(5£ 4 e. g. aypidrqra S' efopi'fuv. I, 15. 11 e. g. oxiliaTi&fievoc; <^ vno- 

uptoiv II, 3. 
Prep. 14 e. g. rd Spu/teva nap' eKsivqs, II, 18. 2 e. g. ijpaoflris airb ui> Xeyeic;, 

11,17. 
Others 9 e. g. o fieXiao' kjiii, II, 21. 14 e. g. eIk6q ye, <5 (pikraTt- 1, 22. 

Doubtful, 9. 

Result : clear cases of genuine hiatus, 28. Evidence_/flr elision, 
30-28. 

Group II. Cases involving v movable, 89. 

Elision demanded, 14. Mov. cons, must be retained, 69. 

£ 10 e. g. nc(j>vx' IrrndTtft. I, 8. 41 e. g. imeauaev eioApafiovoa. I, 5. 

1 4 e. g. ZpuTOC ear' apxv' H» 12. 28 e. g. iieiovenrovoiv al icdpar I, 10. 

Doubtful, 6. 
Result : 69-14 in favor of v movable as against elision. 
Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 49. 

Crasis demanded, n. Crasis impossible, 31. 

Article 2 e. g. ej36fij3ei ooi rara, II, 13. 23 e. g. neiravrai pev ra avBrj II, 1. 

mi 9 e. g. reof Kaparmdc I, 25. 8 e. g. a<j>r) nai avefoj- I, 10. 

Doubtful, 7. 
Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 31. Evidence against 
crasis, 31-11. 

Group IV. Cases involving a possible aphaeresis, 4. 

Aphaeresis demanded, 2. Aphaeresis impossible, 2. 

oti jiivrai 'c virepqipavetav, 1 I, II. etnaiTicaadai ri ikuShv. 1,3. 

6/i^a/ciC«> '/iTf(5oKAc(f, 4 II, 7. ■Kami knayuydv. I, 1. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 2. Evidence as to aphae- 
resis, neutral. 

1 Ed. Hercher, Epistolographi Graeci. 

5 Of this number 10.3 + % are of Form 3, which is in general the most fre- 
quent of the irregular Forms. 

3 This case is complicated by the possibility of vtreprj^viav. 

4 i. e. 'E^7T£<5d/cXe(c. 
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Group V. Hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 8, e. g. 

Form 2 . . . orepvc) ap/xot^ovTe^, II, 19. 
Form 4 ... tit /10c 'AQpodiTq. II, 13. 

Note. Four cases of this sort occurring in non-conforming 
clausulae are excluded from the list of certain cases of hiatus. 

Summary : in all groups together there are found 69 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 3.00 + # of the total number of clausulae 
read, 2297. 

VI. Zosimus. 

The first and fourth books of the History (Corp. Scr. Hist. 
Byz.) have been used ; within these books 3487 clausulae were 
found, distributed as follows : Form 2, 1735 (49.7 + $) ; Form 4, 
1 141 (32.7 + #); non-conforming clausulae, 611 (17.5 + ft). 1 

Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 91. 

Elision demanded, 22. Elision impossible, 51. 

re 6 e. g. on-Aa t' aviXa/3ov, 234, 6. s 12 e. g. epyov re anrenBai 219, 

14-15- 
tie 5 e. g. tracSayuyijcai <P bMyovq 198, 12. 8 e. g. fpve 6c oviev 238, 7. 

Prep. 6 e. g. kmrk/fKEtif avd 1 eavruv, 209, 4. 3 e. g. avex&pyo~av kirl olnov. 

30, 17- 
Others 5 e. g. i/yer' etc xpiaiv, 236, 24. 28 e. g. rdre i] 'Pa/ty 43, n. 

Doubtful, 18. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 51. Evidence against 
elision, 51-22. 

Group II. Cases involving v movable, 92. 

Elision demanded, 6. Mov. cons, must be retained, 73. 

e 2 e. g. yeyov' iiteiv, 59, 6. 27 e. g. SSoljev elvac 231, 10. 

1 4 e. g. ypdftfiaa' ixPV T0 < 238, 17. 46 e. g. ir6?.etnv emdvruv, 200, 21. 
Doubtful, 13. 

Result : evidence in favor of v movable as against elision, 73-6. 

Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 42. 

Crasis demanded, 8. Crasis impossible, 20. 

Article 3 e. g. nepieirfai Taxclae, 230, 7. lie. g. rb dpaaTrjpwv tov avSpoc, 

237. 4- 
Kai 4 e. g. ■Kil.uv rt xmniuv, 41, 15. 9 e. g. x el pa Kal iirXr/^cv. 236, 1. 

717)0 1 TovTO Trpovx&pqctev, 227, 8-9. O 

Doubtful, 14. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 20. Evidence against 
crasis, 20-8. 

1 Among these Form 3 has the greatest single percentage, 7.4 + % . 
* References are to page and line in the Corpus. 
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Group IV. Cases involving a possible aphaeresis, 6. 

Aphaeresis demanded, o. Aphaeresis impossible, 2. 

tvxK V ck irpovoias, 60, 22. 
Doubtful, 4. Eiiflii E(f (jmyijv 46, I. 

Result : clear cases of genuine hiatus, 2. Evidence against 
aphaeresis, 2-0. 

Group V. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 7. 

Form 2, 3 e. g. iapa bnvowTaq 222, 4. 
Form 4, I airoXovpevot bpxwmh 2I2 > 3- 

Irregular, 3. 

Summary : in all groups together there are found 74 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 2.12 + $ of the total number of clausulae 
read, 3487. 

VII. Synesius. 

The text of Epistles I-XLV has been read in Hercher's 
Epistolographi Graeci. Among the 1171 clausulae found in 
this space the regular Forms 2 and 4 occur as follows : Form 2, 
647 times (55.2 + $), Form 4, 255 times (21.7 + $) ; the non- 
conforming clausulae amount to 269 (22.5 + $).' 

Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 67. 

Elision demanded, 17. Elision impossible, 27. 

re 3 e. g. avrai t' emceva^ovTO 163 B. 1 nporjyayov re aiirov, 174 A. 

6e 4 e. g. ax^Xia^ovTum 6' rjfibv 161 A. 9 e. g. lyiAri/ia St vp.lv, 172 B. 

Prep. 7 e. g. a72.oc ew' aXhu 166 A. 

Others 3 e. g. ex 01 /*' av vizop.vrip.aTa. 167 A. 17 e. g. tov avdpa fifiiywov, 184D, 

Doubtful, 23. 
Result : clear cases of genuine hiatus, 27. Evidence against 
elision, 27-17. 

Group II. Cases involving » movable, 32. 

Elision demanded, 4. Mov. cons, must be retained, 16. 

e 3 e. g. air&Kp' r)p.a<;, 164 B. 6 e. g. olStv t/ Ai/07. 185 D. 

1 1 opuo' a-rrep ion,* 157 D. 10 e. g. ciraraMs iariv ovto(. 185 B. 

Doubtful, 12. 

Result : evidence for v movable as against elision, 16-4. 
Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 29. 

Crasis demanded, 9. Crasis impossible, 17. 

Article 5 e. g. rjniaTaTO raXtfie; 184 B. 4 e. g. eferdfeiv rd licyova- 157 D. 

Kal 4 e. g. aiirov re nafiov. 185 B. 13 e. g. yivovrai nai evpqxavoi. 184 D. 

Doubtful, 3. 
Result : clear cases of genuine hiatus, 17. Evidence against 
crasis, 17-9. 

1 One half of all these cases are of Form 3 (1 1 .0 + <$,). 2 airep without stress. 
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Group IV. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 7. 

Form 2, 6 e. g. tov fir; dfiapretv, 184 A. 
Not regular, 1. 

Summary : in all groups together there are found 50 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 4.26 + # of the total number of clausulae 
read, 1171. 

VIII. Gregory of Nazianzus. 

Oratio IV, Contra Iulianum, has been used for this test; 1 
among 2105 clausulae found in this oration 1190 (42.3 + <£) 
conform to Form 2, 848 (30.2 + $) to Form 4, while 769 (27.2 + $) 
are non-conforming clausulae. 8 The rhythm is therefore un- 
usually irregular, but is present without a possibility of a doubt : 
the testimony of the rhythmical law will, as usual, be rigidly 
followed in the following presentation. 

Group I. Cases involving a possible elision, 136. 

Elision demanded, 45. Elision impossible, 45. 

re 4 e. g. "kkyuv 6' dfiov, LXXXIV. 8 e. g. 5/Uof ts iara/tevoe, 

XIX. 
<5e 5 e. g. tto/UoIc oiid' cyivtro- CXXIII. 15 e. g. aKOia/piiTTG) Si b/ioc;, 

XI. 
Prep. 21 e. g. k'ivtjoiv in' avrdv, LXXXVIII. 3 e. g. tj ami) Kara vfiac 

"Hpa, CXVI. 
Others 15 e. g. folic' eir?iarvv8t!/iev, XXXII. 19 e. g. drro<jrep«re q/ia<; , CV. 

Doubtful, 46. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, 45. Evidence regarding 

elision, neutral. 

Group II. Cases involving v movable, 38. 

Elision demanded, 3. Mov. cons, must be retained, 27. 

c 1 TrapeAiim?!?' !?yttaf, XXXVII. 9 e. g. eirparrev qdri, XCV. 

t 2 e. g. to'iq daifioa' iirujni/iliovTec XLVII. 18 e. g. xpfyfiaaiv atycifievog ; 
Doubtful, 8. CXVI. 

Result: 27-3 in favor of v movable as against elision. 

Group III. Cases involving a possible crasis, 166. 

Crasis demanded, 20. Crasis impossible, in. 

Article 15 e. g. virepaXyav radcltyov, XLV. 33 e. g. natiitpueig 7 cnl- 

Som- XXV. 
nai 4 e. g. 6avfiaoiov aapcffovalav, 3 LXXXVIII. 74 e. g. deoXoyiKac re nal 

jftutas. CXV. 
npo I vdjiovs npovjiaXhtTO, XCIII. 4 e. g. piac; ivpoeflaXkeTO, 

Doubtful, 35. XCIV. 

Result: clear cases of genuine hiatus, in. Evidence against 
crasis, i n-20. 

1 Migne, Palrologia Graeca, 35. 

2 The greatest single percentage of non-conforming clausulae is in Form 1 
(10.7 + $). 3 i. e. ical ' ApeOovolov. 
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Group IV. Cases involving a possible aphaeresis, 3. 

Aphaeresis demanded, o. Aphaeresis impossible, 1. 

cvaTcXkovai) elg to rpijiuviov. LXXII. 
Doubtful, 2. 

Result: one clear case of genuine hiatus. Evidence against 
aphaeresis, 1-0. 

Group V. Cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc., 23, e. g. 

Form 2 oi icokv irpb rjfiZ>v % LXXII. 
Form 4 diavotlrai ntpl qpov, LXI. 
Irregular or doubtful, 7. 

Summary: in all groups together there are found 174 certain 
cases of genuine hiatus, 6.89 + $ of the total number of clausulae 
read, 2105. 

Conclusion. 

In looking over the situation in these eight writers, it becomes 
immediately evident that their attitude towards hiatus was a 
strange one indeed from the point of view of classical usage. 
That they knew the traditional rule regarding the avoidance of 
hiatus, and conscientiously tried to follow it cannot be a matter 
of doubt. 1 But their conception of hiatus itself must have been 
an entirely different one from that which was current in the time 
when Attic was a spoken as well as a literary language. In the 
earlier time hiatus had meant not merely the juxtaposition of two 
vowel sounds between successive words, but the unavoidable 
juxtaposition of such sounds. When the language was spoken 
there was no hiatus where it could be avoided by elision, crasis, 
aphaeresis or a movable consonant. Accordingly there was no 
genuine hiatus in such a phrase as KGpot fi« rjXdev, except as a 
matter of writing; the sound of the phrase was KOpor 8' rfhBtv, 
irrespective of the manner of writing. 2 Similarly in cases where 
crasis or aphaeresis might prevent the clash of vowels, there was 
no hiatus in the reading or speaking of the words. We may not 
be able to say exactly in every case whether elision, crasis or 
aphaeresis are permissible, but we may be sure that they were 
regularly introduced when the situation justified their use. 

1 Cf., in the case of one writer, Kirsten, Quaest. Chor., pp. 25-35. 

2 There is abundant evidence in classical inscriptions to show that the 
indication of elision in writing prose and poetry as well was largely a matter 
of chance. Cf. Meisterhans, Gram, der Att. Inschriften, §§24, 25. 
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This narrows down the number of genuine cases of hiatus to a 
very small number, namely those cases in which the vowels 
retain their own individuality in speaking, not being affected by 
any of the processes of combination or elimination. Such a 
criterion might logically be followed in the printing of all our 
classical Greek prose, as has been done in the case of Demos- 
thenes by Friedrich Blass. This method certainly has the merit 
of consistency, and, if the Greek is to look as it sounded, there is 
no escape from it. 

Each and every one, therefore, of these Byzantine writers is 
found repeatedly allowing hiatus to be read as such in cases 
where genuine hiatus would be inconceivable to an Athenian of 
Demosthenes' time. For it must be remembered that the accen- 
tual rhythm depended for its effect upon its sound, whether it 
was used to adorn a public oration or a historical narrative. On 
the other hand, the legitimate remedy for such cases is not 
always disregarded, for elision and crasis are found in clausulae 
not infrequently. The situation seems unreasonable at first 
glance — in fact impossible. A doubt may arise as to whether we 
can allow the evidence of the rhythm alone to drive us to such a 
conclusion. A few striking examples may show to what we are 
forced. 

<&},uplvo( 6c Tovvo/ta (Therap. 12, 2). cf. Mapia to bvofia (id. 17, 9). 

cnrayyeiXat ci' ov pg'6iov (Aris. II, 4). ii Xy^o 6s bfiog (id. I, 1). 

Xapcprrtic naTe/i&s (Tych. 38, 7). '* apa koX b.Xa'Kov (id. 35, 10). 

dvvaudai Trap' vp.lv (Proc. Ep. 14). "Tavra Trapa vp.lv (id. 92). 

dpTT&osTai durr^a (Chor. Mil. 88). t( ttaTaOspcvovt; ra 07r/la, (id. 5, 6). 

vopov<; it povfiaXksro (Greg. Naz. Jul. 93). " ptac ■Kpoe.paUe.To (id. 94). 

If the evidence of the rhythmical law is to be followed, we meet 
with such inconsistencies at every turn. There is one escape — 
namely to treat the cases in question by the standards of classical 
usage, and consider every clausula which on this principle does 
not comply with the accentual law as one of the non-conforming 
clausulae which are found in every writer. But the evidence of 
statistics is very strongly against this. To illustrate : in the 
Epistles of Aristaenetus there are found only 81 cases of the 
irregular Form 1 among 2297 clausulae (3.5 + <£) ; to these 19 
more cases must be added if elision be regularly introduced. In 
Zosimus 141 cases of Form i are found among 3487 clausulae 
(4.0 + <f) ; to these 27 must be added if uniform elision is to be 
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employed. In Choricius 25 cases of Form 1 are found among 
1563 clausulae (1.5 + <f) ; to these must be added 10 cases on the 
principle of uniform elision. In the Laudatio Therapontis Form 
1 would rise from 14 (2.1 + $,) to 23. Further it is frequently 
found that consistent elision will add more cases to the non-con- 
forming category than to the regular Forms 2 and 4. For 
example uniform elision in Zosimus would add 51 cases to the 
number of non-conforming clausulae, while only 22 would be 
brought into the number of regular Forms. 1 It would therefore 
be extremely violent to adopt such measures in the matter of 
elision. The case is 'even more convincing in regard to crasis, as 
may readily be seen by reference to the statistics given above on 
each writer. 

But the thesis here maintained can be justified on more general 
grounds. The explanation of the whole situation seems to lie in 
this, that we are dealing with a literary dialect rather than a 
spoken language. The Greek which we see was a purely arti- 
ficial survival — a stiff unchanging copy of Attic, from which the 
vulgar tongue was now moving farther and farther away. One 
kind of Greek was spoken on the street, a different kind was taught 
in the schools of rhetoric. The change had gone so far that to 
those who could appreciate the difference, the immortal Attic 
was a different tongue. The living Greek could not, in the 
nature of things, be without some effect on the Greek they wrote 
— witness the use of a rhythm based on word accent — but it was 
to them the debased phase of the language, and was not regarded 
as a worthy means of literary expression. There was no one to 
teach them to speak the real Attic of Demosthenes' day ; they 
could read it in books only ; and they must have read it as it was 
written, and understood it to have been read so. They there- 
fore saw all cases of written hiatus as genuine hiatus ; they saw 
some elisions and some erases indicated ; they saw and marveled 
not, but trustingly received what was offered. When they wrote, 
therefore, they modeled their language on a written Plato or 
Demosthenes or Isocrates, with the result that they were blind to 
the real nature of hiatus. It is not surprising that men of letters 
wrote by the book ; the surprising thing is that they read their 

1 When this is not the case, the reason is to be found in the presence of a 
considerable number of prepositions in clausulae, which are almost always to 
be read with elision when possible in order to satisfy the law of the rhythm. 
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books in such an undiscerning way. The Greek of their day 
must have told them plainly enough that elision, at least, was to 
be used whenever possible, but they certainly did not write their 
clausulae on such a principle. Is it possible that a perverse 
spirit of hostility to the vulgar language moved them to reject its 
testimony ? 

This strange situation may well be compared with the condi- 
tion prevailing in literary Latin prose of the same period. The 
accentual rhythm came into use in Latin at an earlier time than 
that at which it was found by the Greek writers, and allowed the 
same regular forms of accentual clausulae as did the Greek. 
It was developed from the quantitative rhythm of earlier cen- 
turies by a natural growth. Now the quantitative clausulae of 
Cicero knew no more hiatus than did the hexameters of Vergil; 
but the accentual rhythm reversed this practice, and recognized 
no elision. Here again, as in Greek, it must have been brought 
about by the study of the written language that the classical 
Latin prose was spoken by the schoolmasters of a later time as 
written (just as we at the present day are accustomed to do), and 
thus the existence of elision in prose was forgotten, or at least 
ignored. 

In closing reference may be made to the Greek accentual 
poetry known as Political Verses. Much of this poetry, if it may 
be so called, has come down to us, but its late date (mostly tenth 
century and after) detracts from its value as testimony for the 
earlier Byzantine period. But in the form and treatment of the 
literary language the variation from century to century was slight, 
and the attitude of these writers towards hiatus may well be 
noticed in connection with the matter before us. It is found that 
the tolerance of hiatus is a matter which varies with different 
writers. In Constantinus Manasses, Compendium Chronicum, 
(Corp. Scr. Hist. Byz.), vv. 2500-2700 there occurs no case of 
hiatus, while elision and crasis are to be occasionally noted. 
One case of hiatus was found in another passage, (v. 2306 8vo errf), 
but it is clear that this writer does not admit hiatus of any sort 
except in very rare cases, and he regularly elides when hiatus 
can be avoided in that way. In John Tzetzes, Historiarum 
Chiliades, (ed. Kiessling), I, 1-204, l 7 cases of hiatus occur; of 
these five are justified by their position in the caesura of the 
verse. One is a quotation of a familiar phrase : &ra Svov, v. 130. 
Two are cases of hiatus not avoidable by elision, etc. 
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Kpavaoi virapxuv, 173. 
TovTov'AlvaTTift, 155. 

The nine remaining cases are : 

r. exetv aria bvov, 113. 

2. Tappaldg ts 6 aTpaTt/y6<;, 74. 

3. koX dvofia, 67. 

4. koX 'Affirm/^, 1 73. 

5. ef to 'Hpalov, 37. 

6. Kpolcog 6 'AAudrrad, 1. 

7. 6 'EpexOevc, 175- 

8. 6 'E/M;£0dv<of, 172. 

9. KaX rd avciKTOpa, 161. 

Two of these (i and 2) could be remedied by a natural elision, 
the remainder by crasis, but the meter requires that they be read 
with hiatus. Here, then, we have an example of inconsistency 
which may be compared with the conditions which have been 
found to prevail in the eight prose writers treated above. 

Henry B. Dewing. 

Robert College. Constantinople. 



